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The Colorado Rapids hold a 1-1-0 all-time record against 

Toronto FC in one year of competition. The clubs split the 

season series last year with both teams winning at home. 

North of the Border, Toronto jumped to a 2-0 lead in the 

first 30 minutes with goals from Danny Dichio in the 

ninth minute and Andrew Boyens in the 28th. Her-

culez Gomez pulled one back for the Rapids in the 32nd 

minute, but Colorado couldn’t put another one in and lost 

2-1. At Dick’s Sporting Goods Park, Jovan Kirovski con-

verted a 43rd minute penalty kick for the game’s only 

goal. The Rapids Reserves won both meeting last year. 

(5-6-0, 15 pts)               (5-4-2, 17 pts)  
COLORADO RAPIDS vs. TORONTO FC 
SATURDAY, JUNE 14 5:00 P.M. (MT) 

BMO FIELD 

KICKING OFF 

The Colorado Rapids and Toronto FC will face each other 

for just the third time ever Saturday at Toronto’s BMO 

Field. This is the first of two matchups between the clubs 

this season and the only one at BMO Field. Last week, 

the Rapids fell to third place in the West after their 

comeback failed in a 3-2 loss to Los Angeles. Currently, 

the Rapids are two points behind the Galaxy and Hous-

ton Dynamo for the top spot in the West. Saturday’s 

game will be broadcast regionally on both Altitude Sports 

and Entertainment in the US and Rogers SportNet in 

Canada. In the booth for Altitude will be Jason Kos-

micki (play-by-play) and Cory Lopez (analyst). 

Rapids 2008 Schedule 
 

Date  Opponent  Time/Result 

March 29 LA Galaxy  W, 4-0 
April 5  KC Wizards  L, 2-3  

April 12  NE Revolution  W, 1-0 

April 19 SJ Earthquakes L, 0-2  

April 26  Chicago Fire  L, 1-2 

May 4  DC United  W, 2-0 
May 10  Houston Dynamo L, 1-2 

May 15 Real Salt Lake  W, 2-0 
May 24 Chivas USA  L, 1-2 
May 27  LA Galaxy#  W, 1-0 

June 1  FC Dallas  W, 2-1 

June 4  KC Wizards#  T, 2-2, 4-5  

June 7  LA Galaxy  L, 2-3 

June 14  Toronto FC  5:00 

June 21 Houston Dynamo 7:30 
June 28  Columbus Crew  5:30 

July 4  NY Red Bulls  7:30 
July 12  SJ Earthquakes  8:00 

July 19  FC Dallas  6:30 

July 27 Columbus Crew 7:30 
Aug. 3  Everton*  6:00 
Aug. 9  Toronto FC  2:00 
Aug. 16 KC Wizards  7:30 
Aug. 23  DC United  5:30 

Aug. 29  Real Salt Lake  7:00 

Sept. 4  FC Dallas  6:30 

Sept. 14 Chicago Fire  1:00 
Sept. 20 NE Revolution  7:00 
Sept. 27 NY Red Bulls  5:30 

Oct. 4  Houston Dynamo 7:30 
Oct. 12  LA Galaxy  6:00 

Oct. 19  Chivas USA  1:00 

Oct. 25 Real Salt Lake  7:30 
 

Home games in bold 
#- U.S. Open Cup Qualifier 

*- Exhibition  

Vs. 

COLORADO VS. TORONTO 

Injury Report (as of 6/6) 

RAPIDS 
OUT: Mike Petke (R foot); Justin Hughes (L Groin); Nico 
Colaluca (L Groin); John DiRaimondo (L ankle); Jose 
Burciaga Jr. (L Groin) 
DOUBTFUL: None 
QUESTIONABLE: None 
PROBABLE: Kosuke Kimura (R foot); Herculez Gomez (R 
Ankle) 
TORONTO FC 
OUT: None 
DOUBTFUL: None 
QUESTIONABLE: Danny Dichio (Adductor); Olivier Tebily 
(Calf)  
PROBABLE: None 

SCOUTING TORONTO 

Toronto FC is currently in fourth place in the Eastern 

Conference, two points behind Chicago and Columbus 

and six points behind the leader, New England. Last 

week, Toronto lost 3-1 at Houston . Prior to that loss, 

Toronto had not lost in seven of their last eight MLS 

games. With a 4-0-2 record, Toronto has the best home 

slate in the league and has given up just one goal at 

home. Danny Dichio leads Toronto with four goals and 

Jeff Cunningham is right behind him with three. 



The Rapids When… 
 
Playing in any competition  6-6-1 

Playing MLS games  5-6-0 

Playing in Open Cup “play-in”s 1-0-1 

Playing in Exhibition Matches 0-0-0 

Playing in 2008 Preseason 4-2-3 

Playing at home  4-2-0 

Playing on the road  2-4-1 

Playing at a neutral site  0-0-0 

Against Western Conference 4-4-0 

Against Eastern Conference 2-2-1 

Against Non-MLS Opponent 0-0-0 

Scoring 0 goals   0-1-0 

Scoring 1 goal   2-3-0 

Scoring 2 goals   3-2-1 

Scoring 3 goals   0-0-0 

Scoring 4+ goals  1-0-0 

Conceding 0 goals  5-0-0 

Conceding 1 goal  1-0-0 

Conceding 2 goals  0-4-1 

Conceding 3 goals  0-2-0 

Conceding 4+ goals  0-0-0 

Leading at halftime  1-0-0 

Tied at halftime   5-2-1 

Trailing at halftime  0-4-0 

On ESPN2   1-0-0 

On Fox Soccer Channel  1-2-0 

On HDNet   1-1-0 

On Altitude    3-3-0 

In Burgundy Kits  5-5-1 

In Sky Blue Kits  1-1-0 

In March   1-0-0 

In April    1-3-0 

In May    3-2-0 

In June    1-1-1 

In July    0-0-0 

In August   0-0-0 

In September   0-0-0 

In October   0-0-0 

In November   0-0-0 

On a Monday   0-0-0 

On a Tuesday   1-0-0 

On a Wednesday  0-0-1 

On a Thursday   1-0-0 

On a Friday   0-0-0 

On a Saturday   2-6-0 

On a Sunday   2-0-0 

Connections 

Rapids forward Conor Casey played two games for Toronto in 2007 before 

being traded to Colorado...Toronto forward Jeff Cunningham spent his 

2005 season along the Front Range with the Rapids...TFC defender Todd 
Dunivant grew up in Wheat Ridge, Colorado and attended Dakota Ridge 

High School...Toronto defender Tyrone Marshall played one game for the 

Rapids in 1998 before leaving the team. 

 

So far this season Colorado is averaging 1.64 goals per game compared to 

1.18 in 2007 at this point...The Rapids are third in the league in goals for 

and tied for seventh in goals against...Colorado’s 18 goals have been 

scored by 12 different players with Omar Cummings and Tom McManus 
leading the way with three goals apiece. Christian Gomez is right behind 

them with two…Colin Clark scored his second goal of the year, both have 

been against LA after he has faked out Xavier...Herculez Gomez scored 

his first goal since 6/2/07 at LA...McManus tallied for the Rapids in two 

straight games...The second was his first game-winning goal of the season 

on June 1, and the other on May 24 was a 40-yard bomb that will be a con-

tender for goal of the year…Conor Casey scored his first goal of the sea-

son on June 1...It was his first goal since Sept. 2 2007...Cummings hit the 

back of the net in two straight games (5/10 & 5/15) and now and has five 

career goals...Gomez now has two penalty kick goals on the year, the third 

and fourth of his career. He now has 41 in less than four years of MLS 

play...Jacob Peterson’s goal was his second consecutive against DC 

United… Facundo Erpen headed home Terry Cooke’s second touch of the 

game for his second goal with the Rapids...Tom McManus scored his first 

MLS goal against Chicago on April 26 with his redirection of a Gomez free 

kick...It was Colorado’s second goal in a row scored off of a free kick...The 

Rapids were held goalless for the first time by San Jose on April 15, the 

first time Colorado was held scoreless since October 20, 2007 against Salt 

Lake...The header by Nick LaBrocca was the first goal not scored by a 

foot for the Rapids and was his first career goal...The Rapids scored two 

goals at Kansas City for the second year in a row...Jose Burciaga Jr.’s 
goal was his first in a Rapids uniform...The strike from John DiRaimondo 

was the first of his career...The season opener was the first time the Rapids 

have scored four goals since they beat Chicago 4-1 on July 23, 2005…The 

four goal margin of victory was the largest since May 5, 2006, the club’s 

third game ever…Cooke’s goal was the third regular season goal in his ca-

reer and his first since September 3, 2005 against DC United… All three of 

his goals have been game-winning goals…Gomez’s goal was the 40th of his 

career 

Goal Notes 

Chart Watch 
 

The following Rapids are close to moving up the all-time charts for the team. 

PLAYER CATEGORY CURRENTLY WITH NEEDS, TO CATCH LEADER WITH 
Cooke Assists Third (Tied) 24 5, Ross Paule Chris Henderson 53 

Coundoul Games in Goal Third 44 9, Scott Garlick Joe Cannon 86 

Coundoul Starts in Goal Third 43 10, Scott Garlick Joe Cannon 85 

Coundoul Minutes in Goal Fourth 3,738 932, David Kramer Joe Cannon 7,584 

Coundoul Goalkeeper Wins Fifth 15 1, David Kramer M. Hahnemann 39 

Coundoul Shutouts Second 15 10, Joe Cannon Joe Cannon 25 

Gomez PK Goals Eighth (Tied) 2 1, Three Players John Spencer 9 

Mastroeni Games Played Fifth  115 1, Ritchie Kotschau Chris Henderson 178 

Mastroeni Games Started Fifth  109 10, Paul Bravo Chris Henderson 170 

Mastroeni Minutes Played Sixth 9,556 163, Ritchie Kotschau Chris Henderson 14,784 



Game-By-Game Starters 

 
OPPONENT GK DEF DEF DEF DEF MID MID MID MID FWD FWD 
LOS ANGELES Coundoul Burciaga Jr. Keel Erpen Kimura Clark LaBrocca DiRaimondo Gomez Cooke (M) Cummings 

Kansas City Coundoul Burciaga Jr. Keel Erpen Kimura Clark LaBrocca DiRaimondo Gomez Cooke (M) Cummings 

New England Coundoul Burciaga Jr. Keel Erpen Kimura Clark LaBrocca DiRaimondo Gomez Cooke (M) Cummings 

SAN JOSE Coundoul Burciaga Jr. Keel Erpen Kimura Clark LaBrocca DiRaimondo Gomez Cooke (M) Cummings 

Chicago Coundoul Burciaga Jr. Keel Erpen Gray Clark LaBrocca Mastroeni Gomez Cooke (M) McManus 

DC UNITED Coundoul Harvey Ihemelu Erpen Kimura Peterson LaBrocca Mastroeni Gomez McManus  Cummings 

Houston Coundoul Harvey Ihemelu Erpen Kimura Peterson LaBrocca Mastroeni Gomez McManus  Cummings 

SALT LAKE Coundoul Kimura Ihemelu Erpen Clark (M) Peterson LaBrocca Mastroeni        Gomez Herculez  Cummings 

CHIVAS USA Coundoul Kimura Ihemelu Erpen Clark (M) Peterson LaBrocca Mastroeni        Gomez Herculez  Cummings 
Los Angeles# Burpo Kimura Keel Gomes Harvey Clark LaBrocca Ballouchy Cooke McManus Casey 

DALLAS Burpo Ihemelu Gomes Erpen Clark (M) Peterson LaBrocca Mastroeni Gomez McManus Casey 

Kansas City# Burpo Kimura Keel Erpen Harvey Burciaga O’Brien Ballouchy Cooke Herculez Cummings 

Los Angeles Burpo Ihemelu Gomes Erpen Harvey Peterson LaBrocca Clark Gomez McManus Casey 

Toronto 

HOUSTON 

Columbus 

NEW YORK 

San Jose 

Dallas 
COLUMBUS 

EVERTON* 

TORONTO 

KANSAS CITY 

DC United 

Salt Lake 

Dallas 

CHICAGO 

NEW ENGLAND 
New York 

HOUSTON 

Los Angeles 

Chivas USA 

SALT LAKE 

 

#- U.S. Open Cup Qualifier 

*- Exhibition 

Bold - First MLS Start 

Rapids Reserves 

Rapids Awards 

Due to fixture congestion caused by the Open Cup play-

in games, the next two Rapids Reserves games have 

been postponed. The Colorado Rapids Reserves are four 

games into their 12-game season and have earned five 

points so far this year. The Reserves won their first 

game of the year behind goals from guest player Daniel 
Antunez and Conor Casey when they beat the Chivas 

USA Reserves 2-1. The Reserves were defeated for the 

first time since Sept. 17, 2006 when they lost 4-0 to the 

Dynamo Reserves. Herculez Gomez (vs. LA) and Kelly 
Gray (vs. San Jose) have also scored for the reserves. 

 
Date Opponent  Time/Result 
3/30 LOS ANGELES T, 1-1 

4/20 SAN JOSE  T, 1-1 

5/11 Houston  L, 0-4 

5/25 CHIVAS USA W, 2-1 

6/22 HOUSTON 10 a.m. 
7/12 San Jose  4:30 p.m. 

8/30 Salt Lake  10 a.m. 

9/5 Dallas  9 a.m.   

10/13 Los Angeles TBD 

10/19 Chivas USA 3:30 p.m. 

10/25 SALT LAKE 10 a.m. 

TBD DALLAS  TBD 

Lineup Changes 

The Colorado Rapids have used six different lineups in 

MLS games and two different lineups in U.S. Open Cup 

qualifiers. Colorado has played three different formations, 

4-5-1, 4-4-2 and 3-5-2. The chart above lists the starters 

and their positions for each game.  

Week 11- Colin Clark was nominated, for a second 

time, for the Sierra Mist Goal of the Week for his goal 

against Los Angeles. 

Week 10- Conor Casey was nominated for the Goal of 

the Week for his seventh minute strike against FC Dal-

las. 

Week 9- Tom McManus was awarded the Goal of the 

Week for his 80th minute bomb against Chivas USA. 

Week 3- Nick LaBrocca was nominated for the Sierra 

Mist Goal of the Week for his game-winner against New 

England. 

Week 1- Rapids’ midfielder Terry Cooke was honored 

as the MLS Player of the Week for his goal and two as-

sist game against the Los Angeles Galaxy on March 29. 

It was the first time Cooke has won the award in his four 

year MLS career. The MLS Player of the Week is selected 

each week of the MLS regular season by a panel of jour-

nalists from The North American Soccer Reporters. It 

was the 18th time a Rapids player has been honored and 

fist time since week 25 of 2006.  

 Colin Clark was nominated for the Goal of the 

Week for his 80th minute strike against LA. 



Rapids Debuts 

Preston Burpo made his first start for Colorado in their 

Open Cup play in game on May 27, just a week after 

joingin the squad. In his fourth season with the Rapids 

defender Jordan Harvey started and played in his first 

game with the first team on May 4 against DC.  Tom 
McManus came on as a halftime substitute against New 

England on April 12, just three days after being signed. 

Rafael Gomes made his MLS and Rapids debut in the 

April 5 game at Kansas City as an 89th minute substi-

tute. The Colorado Rapids had four players make their 

debuts for the Burgundy and Blue in the 4-0 season 

opening win against the Los Angeles Galaxy. Off-season 

acquisitions Christian Gomez and Jose Luis Burciaga 
Jr. suited up for Colorado for the first time. They both 

impacted the game greatly as Christian tallied a goal 

and both made intelligent runs and other plays that 

don’t show up in the boxscore. Also seeing their first 

action team was John DiRaimondo and Ciaran 
O’Brien. DiRaimondo helped the Rapids Reserves win 

the reserve division championship last year, but never 

made it on the field with the first team in MLS play. 

O’Brien was Colorado’s first round draft pick in this 

year’s SuperDraft and was the first rookie to see the 

field in a Rapids season opener since Hunter Freeman 

in 2005.  

After earning his first cap and first start with the Senegal 

National Team during the offseason, Bouna Coundoul 
has been called into the Lions of Teranga camp for up-

coming World Cup Qualifiers. Coundoul has left for Africa 

and should return in time for the June 28 game at Co-

lumbus. 

 

Rapids captain Pablo Mastroeni was named to the ros-

ter for the first match of the USA’s World Cup qualifying 

campaign against Barbados on Sunday, June 15. The 

kickoff is set for noon MT and will be broadcast on 

ESPN2. The return leg will be played on June 22 in Bar-

bados. Pablo has been gone since June 2. 

 

Rapids defender Ugo Ihemelu left to join the Canadian 

national team this week. Ihemelu is expected to be gone 

for the next two games. Canada's men's national team is 

currently training in Sunrise, Florida. Canada plays St. 

Vincent & the Grenadines in their two-leg World Cup 

qualifying match. The first leg is June 15 away before 

they return home on the 20 in Montreal. 

National Team Duty 

Continuing with their constant efforts to identify and de-

velop local talent and to give their fans local favorites to 

cheer for, the Colorado Rapids have four players who 

spent a part of their time growing up along the Front 

Range. Mehdi Ballouchy spent his junior season at 

Denver South High School and played for the Colorado 

Rapids U-23s in the Premier Developmental League 

(PDL). Conor Casey was born in New Hampshire but 

grew up in Denver and spent four years at South. Colin 
Clark is a Fort Collins, Colorado native and spent four 

years as a Lambkin at Fort Collins High School. Like Bal-

louchy, Clark also played for the Rapids U-23s. Stephen 
Keel was born and grew up in Littleton, Colorado and 

attended the residency program in Bradenton, Fla.  

From Reserves to the Spotlight 

For the past two years, the Rapids Reserves have won 

the reserve division championship and the impact of 

these young players getting experience is starting to 

show. Of the players who have started games this sea-

son, eight played extensive minutes with the reserve 

team before making their first team debut. Bouna 
Coundoul, Kosuke Kimura, Stephen Keel, Nick LaB-
rocca, John DiRaimondo, Colin Clark, Omar Cum-
mings and Jordan Harvey all cut their teeth in the re-

serve division before being called up to the first team. 

Near The Top 

While the Rapids’ 16 goals have been scored by 12 dif-

ferent players, Christian Gomez (5) and Terry Cooke 
(3) have eight of Colorado’s 12 assists. Gomez is one 

back of the league lead and Cooke is three back. Both 

have had a multiple assist game this year. 

Gomez also has a league leading streak of three games 

in a row with an assist (4/26-5/10). His four-game 

streak with a goal or an assist, which ended last week-

end was one game away from the league lead. 

Local Ties 

No Draws 

Since the MLS abolished shootouts in 2000 this is the 

second longest streak to start the season with no ties for 

the Rapids in MLS games. In 2000, Colorado tied it’s 

16th game. This is the first season since then that the 

Rapids have gone more that three games without a 

draw. Here is a season-by-season look at the numbers. 

 

Year First tie  Year First tie  
2008 11 and counting   

2007 2   2003 2 

2006 3   2002 1 

2005 2   2001 2 

2004 1   2000 16 

Second Half Serge 

With 16 goals after halftime, the Rapids lead the league 

in second half scoring. Ten different players have scored 

for the team in the second half, all coming after the 53rd 

minute. Here is a look at the top five second half goal 

scoring teams: 

Team  2nd Half Goals 
Colorado 16 

Los Angeles 13 

Houston 11 

Chivas USA  11 

Three Teams 10 

First 40 Clean Sheet Streak Ends 

The Galaxy’s goal in the fourth minute of last match 

ended the Rapids shutout streak in the first 40 minutes 

of a game. Previously, the earliest goal allowed by the 

team was in the 43rd minute.  



May 20- Acquire goalkeeper Preston Burpo and 

  a 2009 fourth round SuperDraft pick in a 

  trade with the San Jose Earthquakes for 

  Jovan Kirovski and Kelly Gray. 

 

April 9- Signed forward Tom McManus and 

waived defender Dan Gargan and mid-

fielder Scott Campbell.   
 
March 28- Sign defender Kelly Gray and midfielder 

Scott Campbell and place forward 

Conor Casey and defender Mike Petke 
on the disabled list. 

 
March 3- Sign of Brazilian midfielder Rafael Go-

mes, did not sign midfielder Daniel An-
tunez and forward Kevin Forrest, and 

waived defender Chase Hilgenbrinck, 

midfielder Scott Campbell, defender 

Brandon Prideaux, midfielder Jose 
Cancela and defender Cliff Wilmes. 
Colorado signed defender Jordan Har-
vey to a senior roster contract and mid-

fielder John DiRaimondo, midfielder Nick 

LaBrocca, midfielder Brian Grazier and 

defender Cesar Zambrano to develop-

mental roster contracts. 

 
February 26- Acquire Generation adidas defender Tim 

Ward and a third round Supplemental 

Draft in 2009 from the Columbus Crew in 

exchange for forward Nicolas Hernan-
dez. 

Recent Transactions 

Bios not in the Media Guide 

PRESTON BURPO 
# 17 
 
Acquired: In the trade with the San Jose Earthquakes 
along with a 2009 fourth round SuperDraft pick in exchange 
for Jovan Kirovski and Kelly Gray. 

 
Burpo enters his third season in MLS after spending nine 
years with the Seattle Sounders as one of the top goalkeep-
ers in the USL First Division. He showed his ability to keep 
his team in the game with an eight-save performance at 
New England last season. For his career, he has played in 
22 games with Kansas City, Colorado, Chivas USA and San 
Jose and his a career goals against average of 1.18 with six 
shutouts.     
 
 

 

 

RAFAEL GOMES 
#3 
 
Acquired: Signed by the Rapids on March 3, 2008. 
 
Rafael Gomes’ last club was CD Santa Clara in Portugal, but 

he had played professionally in Brazil since 2000. In his na-
tive country, Gomes played for Vasco de Gama, Bragantino, 
Olaria and Atletico Mineiro. The Rio de Janeiro native was in 
the Vasco youth system for eight years and played on the 
U-15 and U-17 Brazilian National Teams with two-time FIFA 
World Player of the Year Ronaldinho. 
 
TOM McMANUS 
# 20  
 
Acquired: Signed with the Rapids on April 10, 2008. 
 

McManus joins the Rapids for his 11th professional season 
at the age of only 27. He joins Colorado after impressing on 
a trial while the Rapids were training in England this off-
season. The Glasgow born attacker spent most of his career 
with Hibernian in Edinburgh. He played for Hibs for eight 
years, after signing as a trainee in August 1997, but spent 
loan spells with East Fife, Airdrie and Boston United during 
that time. McManus left Hibs in January 2005 to join Dun-
dee, but would leave the club in the summer of 2006. He 
then joined Falkirk for a short time before signing with Dun-
fermline Athletic FC in February 2007. McManus became a 
fan favorite at Dunfermline, scoring two goals in seven 

games, and contributing greatly to Dunfermline's run to 
European competition at the end of the season.  
 
TIM WARD 
#26 
 
Acquired: In trade with the Columbus Crew on February 
26, 2008 in exchange for Nicolas Hernandez. 
 
A Generation adidas player, Ward has appeared in 30 
matches, with 23 starts, entering this season and has re-

corded three assists in his MLS career. Ward was originally 
selected by New York in the first round (No. 12 overall) of 
the 2005 MLS SuperDraft. He was later acquired by the Co-
lumbus Crew from New York, in exchange for Chris Hender-
son on January 12, 2006. 

Bios not in the Media Guide, Cont’d 



Rapids Player Mini-Bios 

MEDHI BALLOUCHY, #8, 04-06-83 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 20’ on 05.10 at HOU 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 205’ in three games vs. SJ, at HOU and vs. 

CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 210’ in two at LA and at KC. Assisted on one 

goal at KC. Scored in PK shootout at KC. 

 

Last MLS Goal: 09.08.07 at LA  

Last MLS Assist: 09.02.07 at CLB 

 
JOSE LUIS BURCIAGA, JR., #6, 11-16-81 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his Rapids debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Scored his first goal on 04.05 at KC 

• Recorded his first assist on 04.12 at NE 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 90’ in one game at HOU 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 63’ in one game at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.05.08 at KC 

Last MLS Assist: 04.12.08 at NE  

 
PRESTON BURPO, #, 09-26-72 

2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Acquired on 05.20 in trade with San Jose 

• Made his Rapids debut playing 90’ on 06.01 vs. DAL 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 90’ in one game vs. CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 210’ in two games at LA and at KC 

 

MLS Goals Against Average: 2.00 

2008 Shutouts: 0 
 
CONOR CASEY, #9, 06-25-76 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Was placed on the disabled list on 03.28 and was 

taken off before 04.10 at HOU 

• Made his 2008 debut playing 6’ on 05.24 vs. CHV 

• Scored his first goal on 06.01 vs. DAL 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 82’ in two games at HOU and vs. CHV. 

Scored one goal vs. CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 88’ in one game at LA. Scored one goal at LA. 

 

Last MLS Goal: 06.01.08 vs. DAL 

Last MLS Assist: 10.14.07 at CHV 

 
 

COLIN CLARK, #23, 04-11-84 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ and scoring his first 

goal on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his first assist on 04.05 at KC 

• Recorded his second assist on 05.15 vs. RSL 

• Scored his second goal on 06.07 at LA 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 90’ in one game at HOU 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 127’ in two games at LA and at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 06.07.08 at LA 

Last MLS Assist: 05.15.08 vs. RSL 

 
NICOLAS COLALUCA, #21, 05-23-86 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 58’ in one game vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
TERRY COOKE, #11, 08-05-76 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’, scoring his first 

goal and recording his first and second assists on 

03.39 vs. LA 

• Recorded his third assist on 05.04 as. DC  

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 62’ in one game vs. CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 168’ in two games at LA and at KC. Assisted 

on one goal at LA 

 

Last MLS Goal: 03.29.08 vs. LA 

Last MLS Assist: 05.04.08 vs. DC  

 
BOUNA COUNDOUL, #1, 03-04-82 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ and recording a 

shutout on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his second shutout on 04.12 at NE 

• Was the first Colorado goalie in team history to re-

cord a shot on 04.26 at CHI 

• Recorded his third shutout on 05.04 vs. DC 

• Recorded his fourth shutout on 05.15 vs. RSL 

• Was called into Senegal National Team for World 

Cup Qualifiers on 05.25 

 

MLS Goals Against Average: 1.22 

2008 Shutouts: (4) 03.29 vs. LA; 04.12 at NE; 05.04 vs. 

DC; 05.15 vs. RSL 

 
 



Rapids Player Mini-Bios, Cont’d 

OMAR CUMMINGS, #14, 07-13-82 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 68’ and scoring his first 

goal on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his first assist on 04.05 vs. KC 

• Scored his second goal on 05.10 at HOU 

• Scored his third goal on 05.15 vs. RSL 

• Recorded his second assist on 06.07 at LA 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 142’ in two games at LA and at KC. 

 

Last MLS Goal: 05.15.08 vs. RSL 

Last MLS Assist: 06.07.08 at LA 

 
JOHN DiRAIMONDO, #28, 04-23-86 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his professional debut playing 81’ on 03.29 vs. 

LA 

• Scored his first goal on 04.05 vs. KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.05.08 at KC 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
FACUNDO ERPEN, #5, 12-14-82 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Scored his first goal on 05.04 vs. DC 

• Received a red card on 06.07 at LA 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 120’ in one game at KC. Hit the crossbar in 

PK shootout at KC. 

 

Last MLS Goal: 05.04.08 vs. DC 

Last MLS Assist: 06.10.07 vs. NY 

 

RAFAEL GOMES, #3, 12-07-80 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his MLS debut playing 1’ on 04.05 at KC 

• Recorded his first assist on 06.01 vs. DAL 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 200’ in three games vs. LA, vs. SJ and at 

HOU 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 122’ in two games at LA and at KC. Scored in 

PK shootout at KC. 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: 06.01.08 vs. DAL 

 
 

CHRISTIAN GOMEZ, #10, 11-07-74 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 71’ and scoring his first 

goal on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his first assist on 04.26 at CHI 

• Recorded his second and third assists on 05.04 vs. 

DC 

• Recorded his fourth assist on 05.10 at HOU 

• Scored his second goal on 05.15 vs. RSL 

• Recorded his fifth assist on 06.01 vs. DAL 

 

Last MLS Goal: 05.15.08 vs. RSL 

Last MLS Assist: 06.01.08 vs. DAL 

 
HERCULEZ GOMEZ, #16, 04-06-82 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 22’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his first assist on 05.15 vs. RSL 

• Scored his first goal on 06.07 at LA 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 155’ in three games vs. LA, vs. SJ and at 

HOU. Scored one goal vs. LA 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 46’ in two games at LA and at KC. Scored 

one goal at KC. 

 

Last MLS Goal: 06.07.08 at LA 

Last MLS Assist: 05.15.08 vs. RSL 

 
BRIAN GRAZIER, #35, 03-17-86 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 245’ in four games vs. LA, vs. SJ, at HOU and 

vs. CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 66’ in one game at KC. Scored in PK shootout 

at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
JORDAN HARVEY, #2, 01-28-84 

2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his professional debut playing 90’ on 05.04 vs. 

DC 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 270’ in three games vs. LA, vs. SJ and vs. 

CHV. Assisted on one goal vs. LA 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 210’ in two games at LA and at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
JUSTIN HUGHES, #24, 04-23-85 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 73’ in one game in reserve division vs. LA 

 

Goals Against Average: 0.00 

2008 Shutouts: 0 

 
 



Rapids Player Mini-Bios, Cont’d 

UGO IHEMELU, #18, 04-03-83 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 05.04 vs. DC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 10.14.07 at CHV 

Last MLS Assist: 07.27.05 at NE 

 
STEPHEN KEEL, #13, 04-11-83 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 180’ in two games at HOU and vs. CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 210’ in two games at LA and at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
KOSUKE KIMURA, #27, 05-14-84 

2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 15’ in one game vs. SJ. Assisted on one goal 

vs. SJ 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 210’ in two games at LA and at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
NICK LaBROCCA, #22, 12-04-84 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Scored his first goal on 04.12 at NE 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 90’ in one game at LA 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.12.08 at NE 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
PABLO MASTROENI, #25, 08-29-76 

2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 9’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Was called up to the US National Team for games 

against Spain on 06.04 and Argentina on 06.08 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 62’ in one game vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.23.05 vs. CLB  

Last MLS Assist: 05.26.07 vs. LA 

 
 

TOM MCMANUS, #20, 02-28-81 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his MLS debut playing 45’ on 04.12 at NE 

• Scored his first goal on 04.26 at CHI 

• Received a red card on 05.10 at HOU 

• Scored his second goal on 05.24 vs. CHV, GOTW 

• Scored his third goal on 06.01 vs. DAL 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 60’ in two games vs. SJ and vs. CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 68’ in one game at LA 

 

Last MLS Goal: 06.01.08 vs. DAL 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
CIARAN O’BRIEN, #19, 11-17-87 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 19’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

and received a red card 

• Was suspended one extra game for his red card on 

03.29 vs. LA 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 270’ in three games vs. SJ, at HOU and vs. 

CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 74’ in two games at LA and at KC. Assisted 

on one goal at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 

JACOB PETERSON, #15, 01-27-86 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 71’ and scoring his first 

goal on 05.04 vs. DC 

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 210’ in three games vs. LA, vs. SJ and vs. 

CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 75’ in one game at KC. Scored one goal at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 05.04.08 vs. DC 

Last MLS Assist: 09.09.06 at KC 

 
MIKE PETKE, #12, 01-30-76 
2008 Regular Season Highlights: 

• Was placed on the disabled list on 3.28  

 

Last MLS Goal: 08.26.07 vs. LA 

Last MLS Assist: 04.28.01 vs. DAL 

 
TIM WARD, #26, 02-28-87 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 360’ in four games vs. LA, vs. SJ, at HOU and 

vs. CHV 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: 09.17.05 vs. NE 

 
 



Rapids Player Mini-Bios, Cont’d 

 

CESAR ZAMBRANO #33, 07-12-84 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

2008 Reserve Division Highlights: 

• Played 301’ in four games vs. LA, vs. SJ, at HOU and 

vs. CHV 

2008 Open Cup play-in Highlights: 

• Played 2’ in one game at LA 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 



2008 Colorado Rapids Roster2008 Colorado Rapids Roster2008 Colorado Rapids Roster2008 Colorado Rapids Roster    
 
No.  Player   Pos.  Ht.   Wt.  Birthdate   Hometown  College  Status  
8 Mehdi Ballouchy  MID 5-11  169  04/06/1983  Casablanca, Morocco Santa Clara      Int’l 
6  Jose Burciaga Jr.          DEF   6-1   166  11/16/1981  Oak Cliff, TX                                       
17 Preston Burpo  GK 6-3 206 09/26/1972 Seattle WA  N. Hampshire College 
9  Conor Casey                FWD   6-1   170  07/25/1981  Denver, CO                     Portland                   
23  Colin Clark                MID   5-11  161  04/11/1984  Ft. Collins, CO                S. Methodist          
21  Nico Colaluca              MID   5-9   150  05/23/1986  Coventry, RI                   Virginia              Ga/Dev 
11  Terry Cooke                MID   5-7   149  08/05/1976  Birmingham, England                                     
1  Bouna Coundoul             GK    6-2   197  03/04/1982  Bronx, NY                      Albany St. (NY)                
14  Omar Cummings              FWD   5-10  165  07/13/1982  Bodles Crescent, Jamaica  Cincinnati               Int’l 
28  John DiRaimondo            MID   5-7   155  04/23/1986  St. Louis, MO                  St. Louis                 Dev 
5  Facundo Erpen              DEF   6-0   179  05/19/1983  Gualeguaychu, Argentina                                Int’l 
3  Rafael Gomes               MID   5-11  168  12/07/1980  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil                                     Int’l 
10  Christian Gomez            MID   5-8   157  11/07/1974  Ramos Mejia, Argentina                                   Int’l 
16  Herculez Gomez             M/F   5-10  160  04/06/1982  Las Vegas, NV                                         
35  Brian Grazier              MID   6-0   175  03/17/1986  Edwardsville, IL               St. Louis             Dev 
2  Jordan Harvey              DEF   5-11  170  01/28/1984  Mission Viejo, CA              UCLA                       Dev 
24  Justin Hughes              GK    6-1   180  04/23/1985  Wake Forest, NC             North Carolina         Dev 
18  Ugo Ihemelu                DEF   6-0   178  04/03/1983  Cedar Hill, TX                 S. Methodist      
13  Stephen Keel               DEF   6-0   185  04/11/1983  Littleton, CO                  Wake Forest      
27  Kosuke Kimura              MID   5-8   155  03/14/1984  Kanagawa, Japan            W. Illinois         Dev/Int’l 
22  Nick LaBrocca              MID   5-10  165  12/04/1984  Howell, NJ                     Rutgers                 Dev 
20 Tom McManus  FWD 5-9 142 02/28/1981 Glasgow, Scotland        Int’l 
25 Pablo Mastroeni            MID   5-10  170  08/29/1976  Phoenix, AZ                 N.C. State 
19  Ciaran O'Brien             MID   5-9   150  11/17/1987  Tacoma, WA                    UC-SB                Ga/Dev 
15  Jacob Peterson             MID   5-10  165  01/27/1986  Portage, MI                    Indiana 
12  Mike Petke                 DEF   6-2   191  01/30/1976  Bohemia, NY                S. Connecticut St. 
30 Chris Sharpe*  GK 6-2 185 09/21/1981 Sydney, Austrailia       Pool  
26  Tim Ward                   DEF   6-0   165  02/28/1987  Waukesha, WI                St. Louis             Ga/Dev 
33  Cesar Zambrano             MID   6-1   162  07/12/1984  Chicago, IL              Illinois-Chicago        Dev 

 

RAPIDS NUMERICAL ROSTER AND PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 
 
No.  Player                    Pos. Pronunciation  Place of Birth  Last Team 
1  Bouna Coundoul  GK      BOO-na cun-duel  Dakar, Senegal 
2  Jordan Harvey             DEF                        Mission Viejo, CA 
3  Rafael Gomes              MID       Gomez                 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil     CD Santa Clara (Portugal) 
5  Facundo Erpen             DEF       Fah-COON-do ER-pen        Gualeguaychu, Argentina D.C. United (MLS) 
6  Jose Burciaga Jr.         DEF   BUR-see-AH-guh       Oak Cliff, TX                    Kansas City Wizards (MLS) 
8  Mehdi Ballouchy           MID   MEH-dee buh-LOO-chee    Casablanca, Morocco        Real Salt Lake (MLS) 
9  Conor Casey               FWD         Dover, NH                        Toronto FC (MLS) 
10  Christian Gomez           MID                        Buenos Aires, Argentina  D.C. United (MLS) 
11  Terry Cooke               MID                        Birmingham, England      Sheffield Wednesday (England) 
12  Mike Petke                DEF   PET-kee               Bohemia, NY                   D.C. United (MLS) 
13  Stephen Keel              DEF                        Littleton, CO 
14  Omar Cummings             FWD                        Old Harbor, Jamaica 
15  Jacob Peterson            MID                        Portage, MI 
16  Herculez Gomez            M/F                        Los Angeles, CA            Los Angeles Galaxy (MLS) 
18  Ugo Ihemelu               DEF   OO-go ee-HEM-meh-loo Enugu, Nigeria  Los Angeles Galaxy (MLS) 
17 Preston Burpo  GK Burr-po   Bethesda, MD  San Jose Earthquakes (MLS) 
19 Ciaran O'Brien            MID      KEIR-ron             Federal Way, WA 
20 Tom McManus  FWD    Glasgow, Scotland Dunfermline (Scotland)  
21 Nico Colaluca             MID       co-la-LU-ca                 Providence, RI 
22  Nick LaBrocca             MID    La-BRO-ca          Staten Island, NY 
23  Colin Clark               MID                        Fort Collins, CO 
24  Justin Hughes             GK                         Syracuse, NY 
25  Pablo Mastroeni           MID   MAHS-troh-eny        Mendoza, Argentina        Miami Fusion (MLS) 
26  Tim Ward                  DEF                        Waukesha, WI                 Columbus Crew (MLS) 
27  Kosuke Kimura             MID      Kos-kay                Kobe, Japan 
28  John DiRaimondo           MID       de-ra-mon-do                St. Louis, MO 
30 Chris Sharpe*  GK Sharp   Sydney, Australia  
33 Cesar Zambrano            MID       Say-zar                Chicago, IL 

35  Brian Grazier             MID       GRAY-zher               Edwardsville, IL 
 
Head Coach: Fernando Clavijo 
First Assistant Coach: John Murphy 
Assistant Coach: Gary Smith 
*- League Pool Goalkeeper 
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