
LA GALAXY PLAYER BIOS 
 
Carlos Ruiz #20 Forward 5-9 180 9-15-79 Guatemala City, Guatemala --   
The second leading scorer in club history, Ruiz returns to the Galaxy to continue his assault on the club’s scoring record. One of the best forwards in all 
of MLS, Ruiz will look to reward the club for re-signing him by reaching double figures in goals for the sixth time in his seventh season in MLS. 2008: 
Made his 2008 debut in the season opening defeat at Colorado on 3/29. Underwent surgery on 4/1 to repair a slightly torn meniscus in his right knee, an 
injury which was picked up late in that game. Ruiz also sprained his MCL in that game and has been out ever since, but returned to training prior to the 
game @ FCD on 5/18… Was back on the field, playing the final six minutes of the 3-1 win vs. KC on 5/24… Made his first start since the Galaxy’s 
season opener, playing 63 minutes in the 1-0 loss vs. COL in the USOC on 5/27, taking two shots in the game and hitting the post with an audacious lob 
from midfield. 
Last Game: Made his first start since returning from injury and played the opening 63 minutes, taking two shots, one of which hit the post, in the 1-0 loss 
to Colorado in a U.S. Open Cup Play-In Game on 5/27. 
Last Goal: 9/20/07 FCD vs. CHI (93+ minute)   Last Assist: 7/14/07 FCD @ DC (71st minute) 
2008 MLS Highs: G: --     A: -- 
MLS Career Highs: G: 3 – 8/31/02 LA vs. MET   A: 2 – 10/18/03 LA vs. SJ 
 
2008 Statistics:  Regular Season: 2/0/0 U.S. Open Cup: 1/0/0  
 Reserves: -- Preseason: 3/3/0 Friendlies: -- 
 
Israel Sesay #11 Forward 5-7 140 9-4-90 Gaitersburg, Md. --   
The youngest player on the Galaxy and one of the youngest in all of MLS, Sesay is back for his second year with the club. Still learning the game and 
adjusting to the pace at this level, Sesay will look to work his way into the first team this season. 2008: Was named in the 18-man squad for the first time 
in the 2-2 draw vs. HOU on 4/19… Made his first appearance with the first team, playing the final 27 minutes of the 1-0 loss vs. COL in the USOC on 
5/27. 
Last Game: Made his first appearance with the first team, playing the final 27 minutes after replacing Carlos Ruiz in the 63rd minute of the 1-0 loss to 
Colorado in a U.S. Open Cup Play-In Game on 5/27. 
Last Goal: --       Last Assist: -- 
2008 MLS Highs: G: --     A: -- 
MLS Career Highs: G: --     A: -- 
 
2008 Statistics:  Regular Season: 0/0/0 U.S. Open Cup: 1/0/0  
 Reserves: 4/0/0 Preseason: 1/0/0 Friendlies: -- 
 
Josh Tudela #19 Midfielder 5-9 160 3-13-84 Evansville, Ind. Indiana   
A hard working central midfielder, Tudela’s inclusion in the starting lineup last season coincided with the Galaxy’s late season run toward the 
postseason. Capable of playing as a defensive midfielder or just in front as a linking player, Tudela scored his first-ever goal for the club in the Pan 
Pacific Championship against Sydney FC. 2008: Made his 2008 debut, starting and playing the first half of the 2-2 draw vs. HOU on 4/19… Scored his 
first career Reserve Division goal in the second half of the 5-2 loss @ RSL on 5/4… Made his first appearance of the year off the bench as he replaced 
Joe Franchino at halftime of the 5-1 win @ FCD on 5/18. 
Last Game: Came off the bench to play the final 18 minute after replacing Brandon McDonald in the 72nd minute of the 1-0 loss to Colorado in a U.S. 
Open Cup Play-In Game on 5/27. 
Last Goal: --      Last Assist: 9/23/07 LA vs. FCD (72nd minute)  
2008 MLS Highs: G: --     A: -- 
MLS Career Highs: G: --     A: -- 
 
2008 Statistics:  Regular Season: 2/0/0 U.S. Open Cup: 1/0/0  
 Reserves: 3/1/0 Preseason: 3/1/0 Friendlies: 1/0/0 
 
Peter Vagenas #8 Midfielder 5-8 157 2-6-78 Pasadena, Calif. UCLA   
The longest tenured Galaxy player having joined the club in 2000, Vagenas is back for his ninth season with the Galaxy. A California native, Vagenas 
captained LA to the MLS Cup championship in 2005 and is fourth in club history in games played. Good on the ball and highly intelligent, Vagenas is a 
fixture in the heart of the LA midfield. 2008: Made his 2008 debut in the season opening defeat at Colorado on 3/29… Left the Galaxy’s Reserve Division 
game on 5/4 at halftime with a quad strain, an injury which forced him to miss the last two games… He returned to training prior to the game @ FCD on 
5/18… Returned from injury to play the full 90 minutes as the Galaxy captain in the 1-0 loss vs. COL in the USOC on 5/27. 
Last Game: Was named the Galaxy captain and played the full 90 minutes in central midfield, suffering a team-high four fouls the 1-0 loss to Colorado 
in a U.S. Open Cup Play-In Game on 5/27. 
Last Goal: 9/30/06 LA vs. CHV (29th minute)   Last Assist: 10/18/07 LA vs. NY (15th minute) 
2008 MLS Highs: G: --     A: -- 
MLS Career Highs: G: 1 – 13 Times – 9/30/06 LA vs. CHV (Last) A: 2 – 9/8/07 LA vs. COL 
 
2008 Statistics:  Regular Season: 2/0/0 U.S. Open Cup: 1/0/0  
 Reserves: 4/0/0 Preseason: 4/0/0 Friendlies: -- 
 
Julian Valentin #24 Defender 6-0 180 2-23-87 Lancaster, Pa. Wake Forest  
A rookie defender with vast National Team appearances, Valentin was selected by the Galaxy in the third round of the SuperDraft. In 2007 he captained 
Wake Forest to the College Cup championship, while also playing for the U.S. at the Under-20 World Cup in Canada. A highly intelligent defender, 
Valentin will look to break into the first team at the first chance in 2008. 2008: Recovered from a preseason ankle injury to play the full 90 minutes for the 
Galaxy Reserves in the 2-1 loss vs. SJ on 4/4… Was named in the 18-man squad for the first time but was an unused substitute in the 5-2 win vs. CHV 
on 4/29… Was called up to the U.S. Under-23 National Team for the Toulon International Tournament that is held in France from May 21-29… Played in 
and started two games at the tournament, playing the full 90 minutes in the 3-2 tournament opening loss to Turkey on 5/21 and the 2-0 loss to Italy four 
days later on 5/25. 
Last Game: Was not available for selection in the 1-0 loss to Colorado in a U.S. Open Cup Play-In Game on 5/27. 
Last Goal: --       Last Assist: -- 
2008 MLS Highs: G: --     A: -- 
MLS Career Highs: G: --     A: -- 
 
2008 Statistics:  Regular Season: 0/0/0 U.S. Open Cup: 0/0/0  
 Reserves: 3/0/0 Preseason: 1/0/0 Friendlies: 1/0/0 
 



LA GALAXY PLAYER BIOS 
 
Greg Vanney #3 Defender 5-11 169 7-11-74 Tempe, Ariz. UCLA   
A veteran central defender who began his career with the Galaxy, Vanney returns to LA following a February trade from D.C. United. Fifth all-time in 
Galaxy history in games played and seventh in goals, Vanney, who played for the club from 1996-2001, is back to win the one trophy that has eluded 
him during his MLS career, the MLS Cup. 2008: Made his 2008 debut in the season opening defeat at Colorado on 3/29 and was shown his first caution 
of the year in the 73rd minute of that game… Was shown his second yellow card of the season in the 3-2 loss vs. TFC… Was shown his league-high 
third yellow card of the season in the second half of the 2-2 draw vs. HOU on 4/19… Collected his first assist of the season in the 5-2 win vs. CHV on 
4/26. 
Last Game: Was on the bench but did not play in the 1-0 loss to Colorado in a U.S. Open Cup Play-In Game on 5/27. 
Last Goal: 4/15/06 FCD @ COL (5th minute)   Last Assist: 9/23/06 FCD vs. RSL (9th minute) 
2008 MLS Highs: G: --     A: -- 
MLS Career Highs: G: 1 – 22 Times – 4/15/06 FCD @ COL (Last) A: 3 – 8/21/99 LA vs. MET 
 
2008 Statistics:  Regular Season: 9/0/0 U.S. Open Cup: 1/0/0  
 Reserves: -- Preseason: 6/0/0 Friendlies: 1/0/0 
 
Josh Wicks #31 Goalkeeper 6-3 195 11-1-83 San Bernardino, Calif. Cal State-Bakersfield 
After impressing during a preseason trial, Wicks was signed by the Galaxy in March. The 2007 USL First Division Goalkeeper of the Year, Wicks starred 
for the Portland Timbers last year, catching the eye of the Galaxy who brought him in for his trial in February. He has pushed Steve Cronin for the No. 1 
goalkeeper spot for most of the preseason and will continue to push for a spot in the first team. 2008: Made his Reserve Division debut in the 1-1 draw 
@ COL on 3/30… Made his first appearance with the first team as he made eight saves in the 2-1 loss to Vancouver in Edmonton on 5/13. 
Last Game: Was on the bench but did not play in the 1-0 loss to Colorado in a U.S. Open Cup Play-In Game on 5/27. 
Last Win: --      Last Shutout: -- 
2008 MLS Highs: Saves: --     Goals Allowed: -- 
MLS Career Highs: Saves: --     Goals Allowed: -- 
 
2008 Statistics:  Regular Season: 0/0/0.00 U.S. Open Cup: 0/0/0.00  
 Reserves: 4/0/2.50 Preseason: 3/0/0.00 Friendlies: 1/0/2.00 
 
Abel Xavier #17 Defender 6-2 180 11-30-72 Nampula, Mozambique --   
A highly experienced international defender having played in both the European Championships and the World Cup, Xavier is back for his first full 
season with the Galaxy. A revelation early in his first year in LA, injuries forced Xavier to miss most of the final two months of the year. But he is back 
and healthy now and looking to get back to his best in 2008. 2008: Made his 2008 debut in the season opening defeat at Colorado on 3/29 and was 
booked in the 59th minute and then sent off in the 89th minute of that game. The red card was the first of his MLS career and led to a one match ban and 
a fine of $1650… Made the first substitute appearance of his MLS career, replacing Josh Tudela at halftime of the 2-2 draw vs. HOU on 4/19… Missed 
the 2-2 draw @ RSL on 5/3 because of a left knee injury… Was back in the lineup on 5/18, starting and playing the full 90 minutes as he helped LA win 
5-1 @ FCD. 
Last Game: Started and played the full 90 minutes in central defense, committing a team-high six fouls, the 1-0 loss to Colorado in a U.S. Open Cup 
Play-In Game on 5/27. 
Last Goal: --      Last Assist: 6/17/07 LA vs. RSL (25th minute) 
2008 MLS Highs: G: --     A: -- 
MLS Career Highs: G: --     A: 1 – 6/17/07 LA vs. RSL 
 
2008 Statistics:  Regular Season: 5/0/0 U.S. Open Cup: 1/0/0  
 Reserves: -- Preseason: 4/0/0 Friendlies: 1/0/0 
 
Key –  
Games Played/Goals/Assists – For Field Players 
Games Played/Wins/GAA – For Goalkeepers 
Stats include games played with the Galaxy only. 
All Stats are for the MLS Regular Season unless otherwise noted. 

 
--- www.lagalaxy.com --- 
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