
Rapids Player Mini-Bios 

MEDHI BALLOUCHY, #8, 04-06-83 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Played 70’ in one game in the reserve division vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: 09.08.07 at LA  

Last MLS Assist: 09.02.07 at CLB 

 
JOSE LUIS BURCIAGA, JR., #6, 11-16-81 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his Rapids debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Scored his first goal on 04.05 at KC 

• Recorded his first assist on 04.12 at NE 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.05.08 at KC 

Last MLS Assist: 04.12.08 at NE  

 
CONOR CASEY, #9, 06-25-76 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Was placed on the disabled list on 03.28 and was 

taken off before 04.10 at HOU 

 

Last MLS Goal: 09.02.07 at CLB 

Last MLS Assist: 10.14.07 at CHV 

 
COLIN CLARK, #23, 04-11-84 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ and scoring his first 

goal on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his first assist on 04.05 at KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 03.29.08 vs. LA 

Last MLS Assist: 04.05.08 at KC 

 

NICOLAS COLALUCA, #21, 05-23-86 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Played 58’ in one game in reserve division vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 

TERRY COOKE, #11, 08-05-76 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’, scoring his first 

goal and recording his first and second assists on 

03.39 vs. LA 

• Recorded his third assist on 05.04 as. DC  

 

Last MLS Goal: 03.29.08 vs. LA 

Last MLS Assist: 05.04.08 vs. DC  

 
BOUNA COUNDOUL, #1, 03-04-82 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ and recording a 

shutout on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his second shutout on 04.12 at NE 

• Was the first Colorado goalie in team history to re-

cord a shot on 04.26 at CHI 

• Recorded his third shutout on 05.04 vs. DC 

 

Goals Against Average: 1.17 

2008 Shutouts: (3) 03.29 vs. LA; 04.12 at NE; 05.04 vs. 

DC 

OMAR CUMMINGS, #14, 07-13-82 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 68’ and scoring his first 

goal on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his first assist on 04.05 vs. KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 03.29.08 vs. LA 

Last MLS Assist: 04.05.08 at KC 

 
JOHN DiRAIMONDO, #28, 04-23-86 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his professional debut playing 81’ on 03.29 vs. 

LA 

• Scored his first goal on 04.05 vs. KC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.05.08 at KC 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
FACUNDO ERPEN, #5, 12-14-82 

2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Scored his first goal on 05.04 vs. DC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 05.04.08 vs. DC 

Last MLS Assist: 06.10.07 vs. NY 

 

RAFAEL GOMES, #3, 12-07-80 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his MLS debut playing 1’ on 04.05 at KC 

• Played 110’ in two games in reserve division vs. LA 

and vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
CHRISTIAN GOMEZ, #10, 11-07-74 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 71’ and scoring his first 

goal on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Recorded his first assist on 04.26 at CHI 

• Recorded his second and third assists on 05.04 vs. 

DC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 03.29.08 vs. LA 

Last MLS Assist: 05.04.08 vs. DC (2) 

 
HERCULEZ GOMEZ, #16, 04-06-82 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 22’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Played 96’ in two games in reserve division vs. LA 

and vs. SJ and has scored one goal vs. LA 

 

Last MLS Goal: 06.02.07 at TOR 

Last MLS Assist: 09.02.07 at CLB 

 
KELLY GRAY, #17, 04-07-81 

2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his Rapids debut playing 10’ on 04.12 at NE 

• Played 180’ in two games in reserve division vs. LA 

and Vs. SJ and has scored one goal vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: 06.18.05 vs. RSL 

Last MLS Assist: 06.07.07 vs. COL 



Rapids Player Mini-Bios, Cont’d 

BRIAN GRAZIER, #35, 03-17-86 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Played 118’ in two games in reserve division vs. LA 

and vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
JORDAN HARVEY, #2, 01-28-84 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his professional debut playing 90’ on 05.04 vs. 

DC 

• Played 180’ in two games in the reserve division vs. 

LA and vs. SJ and has assisted on one goal vs. LA 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 

JUSTIN HUGHES, #24, 04-23-85 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Played 73’ in one game in reserve division vs. LA 

 

Goals Against Average: 0.00 

2008 Shutouts:  

 

UGO IHEMELU, #18, 04-03-83 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 05.04 vs. DC 

 

Last MLS Goal: 10.14.07 at CHV 

Last MLS Assist: 07.27.05 at NE 

 

STEPHEN KEEL, #13, 04-11-83 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
KOSUKE KIMURA, #27, 05-14-84 

2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Played 15’ in one game in reserve division vs. SJ and 

has assisted on one goal vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
JOVAN KIROVSKI, #7,  03-18-76 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Played 58’ in one game in reserve division vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: 10.07.07 vs. TOR 

Last MLS Assist: 08.26.07 vs. LA 

 
NICK LaBROCCA, #22, 12-04-84 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 90’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Scored his first goal on 04.12 at NE 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.12.08 at NE 

Last MLS Assist: none 

PABLO MASTROENI, #25, 08-29-76 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 9’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

• Played 62’ in one game in reserve division vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.23.05 vs. CLB  

Last MLS Assist: 05.26.07 vs. LA 

 
TOM MCMANUS, #20, 02-28-81 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his MLS debut playing 45’ on 04.12 at NE 

• Scored his first goal on 04.26 at CHI 

• Played 32’ in one game in reserve division vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: 04.26.08 at CHI 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
CIARAN O’BRIEN, #19, 11-17-87 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 19’ on 03.29 vs. LA 

and received a red card in the 90th minute 

• Was suspended one extra game for his red card on 

03.29 vs. LA 

• Played 90’ in one game in reserve division vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 
JACOB PETERSON, #15, 01-27-86 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Made his 2008 debut playing 71’ and scoring his first 

goal on 05.04 vs. DC 

• Played 165’ in two games in reserve division vs. LA 

and vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: 05.04.08 vs. DC 

Last MLS Assist: 09.09.06 at KC 

 
MIKE PETKE, #12, 01-30-76 
2008 Regular Season Highlights: 

• Was placed on the disabled list on 3.28  

 

Last MLS Goal: 08.26.07 vs. LA 

Last MLS Assist: 04.28.01 vs. DAL 

 
TIM WARD, #26, 02-28-87 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Played 180’ in two games in the reserve division vs. 

LA and vs. SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: 09.17.05 vs. NE 

 

CESAR ZAMBRANO #33, 07-12-84 
2008 Regular Season Highlights:  

• Played 180’ in two games in the reserve division vs. 

LA and SJ 

 

Last MLS Goal: none 

Last MLS Assist: none 

 

 



2008 Colorado Rapids Roster2008 Colorado Rapids Roster2008 Colorado Rapids Roster2008 Colorado Rapids Roster    
 
No.  Player   Pos.  Ht.   Wt.  Birthdate   Hometown  College  Status  
8 Mehdi Ballouchy  MID 5-11  169  04/06/1983  Casablanca, Morocco Santa Clara      Int’l 
6  Jose Burciaga Jr.          DEF   6-1   166  11/16/1981  Oak Cliff, TX                                       
9  Conor Casey                FWD   6-1   170  07/25/1981  Denver, CO                     Portland                   
23  Colin Clark                MID   5-11  161  04/11/1984  Ft. Collins, CO                S. Methodist          
21  Nico Colaluca              MID   5-9   150  05/23/1986  Coventry, RI                   Virginia              Ga/Dev 
11  Terry Cooke                MID   5-7   149  08/05/1976  Birmingham, England                                     
1  Bouna Coundoul             GK    6-2   197  03/04/1982  Bronx, NY                      Albany St. (NY)                
14  Omar Cummings              FWD   5-10  165  07/13/1982  Bodles Crescent, Jamaica  Cincinnati               Int’l 
28  John DiRaimondo            MID   5-7   155  04/23/1986  St. Louis, MO                  St. Louis                 Dev 
5  Facundo Erpen              DEF   6-0   179  05/19/1983  Gualeguaychu, Argentina                                Int’l 
3  Rafael Gomes               MID   5-11  168  12/07/1980  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil                                     Int’l 
10  Christian Gomez            MID   5-8   157  11/07/1974  Ramos Mejia, Argentina                                   Int’l 
16  Herculez Gomez             M/F   5-10  160  04/06/1982  Las Vegas, NV                                         
17  Kelly Gray                 DEF   6-2   185  04/07/1981  San Jose, CA                   Portland                    
35  Brian Grazier              MID   6-0   175  03/17/1986  Edwardsville, IL               St. Louis             Dev 
2  Jordan Harvey              DEF   5-11  170  01/28/1984  Mission Viejo, CA              UCLA                       Dev 
24  Justin Hughes              GK    6-1   180  04/23/1985  Wake Forest, NC             North Carolina         Dev 
18  Ugo Ihemelu                DEF   6-0   178  04/03/1983  Cedar Hill, TX                 S. Methodist      
13  Stephen Keel               DEF   6-0   185  04/11/1983  Littleton, CO                  Wake Forest      
27  Kosuke Kimura              MID   5-8   155  03/14/1984  Kanagawa, Japan            W. Illinois         Dev/Int’l 
7  Jovan Kirovski             MID   6-1   180  03/18/1976  Escondido, CA 
22  Nick LaBrocca              MID   5-10  165  12/04/1984  Howell, NJ                     Rutgers                 Dev 
20 Tom McManus  FWD 5-9 142 02/28/1981 Glasgow, Scotland        Int’l 
25 Pablo Mastroeni            MID   5-10  170  08/29/1976  Phoenix, AZ                 N.C. State 
19  Ciaran O'Brien             MID   5-9   150  11/17/1987  Tacoma, WA                    UC-SB                Ga/Dev 
15  Jacob Peterson             MID   5-10  165  01/27/1986  Portage, MI                    Indiana 
12  Mike Petke                 DEF   6-2   191  01/30/1976  Bohemia, NY                S. Connecticut St. 
30 Chris Sharpe*  GK 6-2 185 09/21/1981 Sidney, Australia        Pool  
26  Tim Ward                   DEF   6-0   165  02/28/1987  Waukesha, WI                St. Louis             Ga/Dev 
33  Cesar Zambrano             MID   6-1   162  07/12/1984  Chicago, IL              Illinois-Chicago        Dev 

 

RAPIDS NUMERICAL ROSTER AND PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 
 
No.  Player                    Pos. Pronunciation  Place of Birth  Last Team 
1  Bouna Coundoul  GK      BOO-na cun-duel  Dakar, Senegal 
2  Jordan Harvey             DEF                        Mission Viejo, CA 
3  Rafael Gomes              MID       Gomez                 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil     CD Santa Clara (Portugal) 
5  Facundo Erpen             DEF       Fah-COON-do ER-pen        Gualeguaychu, Argentina D.C. United (MLS) 
6  Jose Burciaga Jr.         DEF   BUR-see-AH-guh       Oak Cliff, TX                    Kansas City Wizards (MLS) 
7  Jovan Kirovski            MID    yo-VAHN kur-AHV-ski Escondido, CA                Los Angeles Galaxy (MLS) 
8  Mehdi Ballouchy           MID   MEH-dee buh-LOO-chee    Casablanca, Morocco        Real Salt Lake (MLS) 
9  Conor Casey               FWD         Dover, NH                        Toronto FC (MLS) 
10  Christian Gomez           MID                        Buenos Aires, Argentina  D.C. United (MLS) 
11  Terry Cooke               MID                        Birmingham, England      Sheffield Wednesday (England) 
12  Mike Petke                DEF   PET-kee               Bohemia, NY                   D.C. United (MLS) 
13  Stephen Keel              DEF                        Littleton, CO 
14  Omar Cummings             FWD                        Old Harbor, Jamaica 
15  Jacob Peterson            MID                        Portage, MI 
16  Herculez Gomez            M/F                        Los Angeles, CA            Los Angeles Galaxy (MLS) 
17  Kelly Gray                DEF                        Palo Alto, CA                    Los Angeles Galaxy (MLS) 
18  Ugo Ihemelu               DEF   OO-go ee-HEM-meh-loo Enugu, Nigeria  Los Angeles Galaxy (MLS) 
19  Ciaran O'Brien            MID      KEIR-ron             Federal Way, WA 
20 Tom McManus  FWD    Glasgow, Scotland Dunfermline (Scotland)  
21 Nico Colaluca             MID       co-la-LU-ca                 Providence, RI 
22  Nick LaBrocca             MID    La-BRAH-ca          Staten Island, NY 
23  Colin Clark               MID                        Fort Collins, CO 
24  Justin Hughes             GK                         Syracuse, NY 
25  Pablo Mastroeni           MID   MAHS-troh-eny        Mendoza, Argentina        Miami Fusion (MLS) 
26  Tim Ward                  DEF                        Waukesha, WI                 Columbus Crew (MLS) 
27  Kosuke Kimura             MID      Kos-kay                Kobe, Japan 
28  John DiRaimondo           MID       de-ra-mon-do                St. Louis, MO 

30 Chris Sharpe*  GK Sharp   Sidney, Australia 
33 Cesar Zambrano            MID       Say-zar                Chicago, IL 
35  Brian Grazier             MID       GRAY-zher               Edwardsville, IL 
 
Head Coach: Fernando Clavijo 
First Assistant Coach: John Murphy 
Assistant Coach: Gary Smith 
*- League Pool Goalkeeper 
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